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ее объяснение то в некоем избытке внутренней энергии, то в абсолютистском 
режиме, то в русском мессианстве.

Продажа Русской Америки в 1867 г. одно из проявлений начавшегося зака
та Российской империи, которая достигла геополитического предела своего 
расширения. За этим последовали потери в результате русско-японской и Пер
вой мировой войн. После возрождения на несколько десятилетий сталинского 
правления былого могущества России «советская империя» в короткий срок не 
только лишилась внешних поясов защиты, но и оказалась перед реальной угро
зой внутренней дезинтеграции.

Осмысление истории движения русских в Сибирь и на Дальний Восток с 
позиций геополитики позволяет выйти за рамки исследования регионального 
характера. Привлечение специалистов по экономической, политической и этно
культурной истории России позволит проследить соотношение стихийного и 
государственного начал в процессе освоения восточных территорий, значение 
отсутствия в Сибири и на Дальнем Востоке крепостничества, влияние ссыль
ных поселенцев, а так же сравнить колонизацию восточных территорий с про
движением Русского государства на Юг.

Осмысление истории с позиций геополитики и цивилизационного подхода 
позволяет увидеть, что распад СССР грозит опасностью перехода периферий
ной зоны, кокой является Дальневосточный регион, к другим геополитическим 
центрам. Необходимо формирование новой восточной оси развития страны, об
разование полицентрической модели геопространства и трансформации пери
ферийной зоны в зону влияния. И геополитические уроки русской Америки за
ставляют об этом задуматься. Ситуация, когда территория, открытая и освоен
ная Россией попадая в орбиту более сильного притяжения, в конце концов ста
ла сателлитом американского государства, является весьма показательной для 
выработки геополитических стратегий. Пренебрежение развитием дальнево
сточных территорий и пассивная позиция Александра II по отношению к Рус
ской Америке представляется современным отечественным историкам глубоко 
ошибочными [10]. Ситуация, впрочем, аналогично разворачивается и сейчас. 
Дальний Восток России фактически предоставлен сам себе. Под повседневным 
влиянием азиатских соседей, инфильтраций других этносов (миграция китай
ского населения, экономическое доминирование японцев) на фоне заметного 
ослабления связей восточных земель с государственным ядром, происходит 
размывание и откалывание периферии. Если не будут образованы новые геопо
литические северные и восточные оси развития (так как новая Россия стала бо
лее северной и восточной державой), возможно постепенное отпадание Дальне
восточных регионов по аналогии с имевшими место историческими прецеден
тами, в частности, Русской Америкой.
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THE STATE AND CIVIL SOCIETY

The New time (the XVI-XIX centuries), begun the second stage of develop
ment o f political science, significantly changed both forms, and rates o f  formation o f 
the political theory. The complication o f the political sphere, which was gradually re
vealing dependence of the government from area of private human life, promoted its 
understanding as certain social sphere with the specific bases and mechanisms. The 
Italian thinker N. Machiavelli as the first made this break, having divided ideas of 
politics and society. Having entered into a scientific lexicon the term stato, he treated 
it not as display of the concrete state, and as in a special way organized form o f the
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power. In the spirit o f such approach J. Bodin raised a question o f development of the 
methodical bases o f  special political science. The enormous contribution to develop
ment of this branch o f knowledge was made by T. Gobbs, J. Lock, J. J. Rousseau, Ch. 
Montesquieu, D. Mill, J. Bentham, A. Tocqueville, K. Marx and some other out
standing thinkers developing ideas of rationalism, freedom, equality of citizens.

The state is traditionally considered as the main institute of the political system. 
The characteristic o f the state includes the following criteria:

1. Social appointment.
2. Organizational structure.
3. Specific opportunities, the rights and powers in comparison with other institutes.
4. Character o f  the relations with society, classes, and nation.
The state differs from other social organizations on existence of the following signs:
• existence o f  special group o f  the people occupied only with management of 

society and protection of its economic and social structure
•  monopoly for the exclusive power concerning the population
• the right and possibility o f implementation of domestic and foreign politics 

-  economic, social, military
• the sovereign right of the publication of laws and rules, obligatory for the 

population
• the power organization on a certain territorial sign
• monopoly on collection o f taxes and collecting from the population on for

mation of the national budget and others.
The idea of civil society goes back to political and legal thought o f antiquity. 

This concept acts as a synonym of concept «political society», i.e. «state». To be the 
member of society it means to be the citizen -  the member o f the state. It obliged to 
work according to the state laws, without doing harm to other citizens. Such state of 
affairs was defined by that in antiquity and the Middle Ages the certain person didn't 
think himself out o f economic, social, cultural, religious and other spheres of life o f 
society as a matter o f  fact.

The transition from the Middle Ages by the new time was marked by ripening of 
civil society and detection of distinctions between public and especially state insti
tutes. The idea o f individual freedom raised on the agenda a question of freedom of 
the man as a person, as member of the society independent o f the state.

The main merit in development of the concept of civil society in its interrelation 
with the state belongs to the German philosopher of the XIX century Gegel.

The civil society can be presented as some kind of social space in which people 
interact as independent from each other and from the state o f individuals. The basis 
of civil society is the civilized, amateur, full individual. In democratic society po
litical and social functions are accurately divided and are carried out by various insti
tutes. The emergence of civil society caused differentiation of human rights and the 
rights of the citizen. The human rights are provided with civil society, and the rights
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o f the citizen -  by the state. Along with the right o f a private property freedom o f 
business, labor and consumer activity guaranteed by the state has importance.

The equality before the law and the civil rights connected with it in the constitu
tional state are supplemented with the political and social and economic rights. In this 
case equality is not end in itself, and an initial condition which creates conditions of a 
choice equal for all. In civil society the unity of politics and religion, politics and ideol
ogy is abolished. The bifurcation the public and private, society and the state, the right 
and moral, political ideology and science, the religious and secular, etc. is approved.

As a whole civil society is identified with the sphere o f private interests and re
quirements. It is natural that in their realization the man meets counteraction from 
other members o f  society. The public contract and the constitutional state establish 
the norms and the borders, urged to block destructive potentialities o f fight and to di
rect it to the creative course.

Democracy is more than a set o f  constitutional rules and procedures that de
termine how a government functions. In a democracy, government is only one ele
ment coexisting in a social fabric of many and varied institutions, political parties? 
organizations and associations. This diversity is called pluralism, and it assumes that 
the many organized groups and institutions in a democratic society do not depend 
upon government for their existence, legitimacy or authority.

Thousand of private organizations operate in a democratic society, some local, 
some national. Many o f them serve a mediating role between individual and the com
plex social and governmental institutions o f  which they are a part, filing roles njt giv
en to the government and offering individuals opportunities to exercise their rights 
and responsibilities as citizens o f democracy.

These groups represent their interests o f  their members in a variety o f way -  by 
supporting candidates for public office debating issues and trying to influence hjlicy 
decisions. Through such groups, individuals have an avenue for meaningful participa
tions both in government and in their own communities. The examplies are many and 
varied : charitable organizations and churches, environmental and neighborhood 
groups, business associations and labour unions.
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THE POLITICAL PARTIES: 
CONCEPT, GENESIS, FUNCTIONS, CLASSIFICATION

In the political system o f society political parties and the organizations play an 
important role. The political parties express the group interests connected with class 
interests. It is the associations interwoven into the system of the public power. The
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