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CHRISTIANITY IN KAZAKHSTAN 

'hristianity in Kazakhstan is represented by all its three main schools: Ortho-
Catholicism and Protestantism. In addition, a religious community «Surb 

> ( «I loly Cross») of Armenian Church was entered in Almaty in 1994. 
)rthodoxy in the republic of Kazakhstan is the second religious school after ls-
11 accordance with the number of believers. It is represented mainly by the par­
Jf the Russian 011hodox Church and the Orthodox Old Believer's communities. 
istory of Orthodoxy's appcarann at the territory of Kazakhstan is originally 
ctcd with the military sdtlrnw11ls, which were the results of the accession of 
. hstan to Russia. 111 IX71 till' T111kc.,l;1n's diocese was formed. The modern Al­
,, Shv111kt·n1 'sand I a·d1krn1 ·s q1;11h1L'S came from this diocese. In 1872 the first 
11"1''; "I K:1/;ikh·.1:111 1\1,·hh1shop Zephaniah (Sokolsky S.V. ) was appointed to 
l':11l11w111 «I \',·111<·11·:; :111d SL·111ircchcnsk's eparhies. lie placed himself at the 
,I llw d1«, , .. ,,. lwlo1,· I X77. 

11 iii,· 1w11<"I "' 11111,· before the October's revolution the Orthodox Church was the 
,·11)'1"11 , 11 ls:11 ist Russia. It was the main reason, why it had considerable advan-
11 rn111p;mso11 with the other religions. In the first post-revolutionary years there 
1vagc persecution of the Russian Orthodox Church. Almost to the end of the thir-

Kazakhstan there were too little temples, many churches were destroyed, con­
to storehouses, etc. The restoration of church activities in the republic began only 
f5 with the formation of the Diocese of Kazakhstan and the appointment of 
ishop Nicholas (Mogilcvski ), as its ruling bishop ( 1945 - 1955 ). I le became 
1c Metropolitan and was canonized by Jubilee Synod of 2000. Due to his activities 
k)1is the churches were restored and established in the republic. 
incc 1991 the I loly Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church in the republic of 
hstan divided parishes into three diocesan otliccs. The first spiritual leader of 
thodox Christians in independent Kazakhstan was Archbishop Alexi - Kutepov 
i Nikolacvich. 7 May 2003 is the date of decision of the Holy Synod about the 
shmcnt ofMctropolia in Kazakhstan, which consisted of the Astana's, Uralsk's 
1ymkcnt's dioceses. 

1ctropolitan Methodius - Ncmtsov Nikolai Fcdorovich, placed himself at the head 
ropolia with its center in Astana city. Astana's and Almaty's diocese ( till 1999 -
11aty - Scmipalatinsk diocese ) includes the parishes of Astana and Almaty , Al­
' East-Kazakhstan's, Karaganda's and Pavlodar 's areas. Uralsk and Guricvsk 
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diocese includes the parishes of Aktobe's, Atyrau's, West-Kazakhstan's, Kostanay's, 
Mangistau's areas. Shymkcnt and Akmola diocese includes the parishes of Akmola's, 
Zhambyl's, Kyzylorda's, North-Kazakhstan's and South-Kazakhstan's areas. 

Since last years, the Cathedral of the Redeemer in Almaty, Vvcdcnsk Cathedral 
in Karaganda, Annunciation Cathedral in Pavlodar, Seraphim-Iver Cathedral in Eki­
bastuz, John the Theologian Cathedral in Taldykorgan, Scnt-Pokrovsk church in the 
vii !age «Mirniy» of Ust-Kamcnogorsk, Constantine and I lclcn church in Kostanay 
and Sent. Nicholas Church in Satpacv, which was built by «Kazakhmys» corporation 
in the remembrance of the dead miners. 

The first manifestations of Catholicism in Kazakhstan dated XIII century. They 
arc associated with the presence of the Catholic missionaries, who went to the Great 
Khans by order of the Roman pontiff (missions of Franciscan monks Dzhiovanni dcl 
Plano Karpini - 1245, William de Rubruka - 1253, etc. ). There arc two reasons of 
the emergence of Catholic communities. They arc: a great migration of Poles in Ka­
sakhstan, which were exiled in the middle of XIX - early XX century in Siberia. and 
the migration of Catholic Germans and Latvians from the European part of Russia. At 
that time the Catholic parishes in Kazakhstan were part of the Mogilcv's arhdioccsc . 
In 1977 the community received the official authorization for registration and permis­
sion to build a church. 

In 1958-1959 there were the first attempts to enter the parish in Sclinograd, but, 
the community was able to register itself and retool the apartment house as a temple 
only in 1979. In spring 1991 the Apostolic Office of Kazakhstan and Central Asia 
was formed and began its activity. It also included such countries as Uzhckislan, Ta­
jikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan. Karaganda became its center. From August 
1999 the Apostolic Office of Kazakhstan was rcorgani7cd into Karaganda diocese 
(the parishes of Karaganda's and East-Kazakhstan's areas), in which the bishop Jan 
Paul Lang was the head. Also there were formed three Apostolic Offices. They arc: 
Astana Office (the parishes of Astana city. Akmola, Kostanay, Pavlodar, North­
Kazakhstan areas ), which is headed by bishori-administrator Tomash Peta; Almaty 
Office ( the parishes of Almaty city, Almaty, Zhambyl, Kyzylorda and South­
Kazakhstan areas ), which is headed by bishop I kinrich Theophilus I lovantz; Atyrau 
Office ( the parishes of Atyrau, Aktobc, Wcst-KaJ'akhstan and Mangistau areas), that 
is managed by the administrator Yanush Kaleta. Now, the structure of Russian Catho­
lic Church in Kazakhstan includes 90 Catholic co1111m1nitics. of which 82 arc regis­
tered as legal entities and branches. They possess more than 40 temples, about 200 
chapels and prayer houses. 

There arc more than 60 priests (generally foreigners: Italians. Poles. Lithuani­
ans, Latvians, Koreans, etc.) and 70 nuns. There arc scvL·1 al places, where Greco­
Catholic communities arc registered. They arc: Pavlodar. where in 200 I a church was 
built, Karaganda, with its Greco-Catholic abbey, and Astana. Since 1997, Superior 
Theological Seminary «Mary - Mother of the Church» f1111CI irn1s in Karaganda. since 
1995 a monthly newspaper «Credo» has been publisl11ng with nlition of 4000 copies. 

49 



Materia~v X /1,fir_dzy_narodowej naukmvi-prak(vcznej kon[erencji 

According to its centuries-old tradition, the Catholic Church in Kazakhstan develops 

charity, also the churches have canteens for the poor, free pharmacy. There arc a 
nursing home In Almaty region, in Talgar and an orphanage in Kapchagai. 

In 1997 in Kazakhstan a branch of the international charitable Catholic foundation 
«Caritas» began its activity. In Kazakhstan, Protestantism began to spread from the time 

of accession to Russia. This was by the reason of the fact. that the Russian army in Ka­

zakhstan's territory included also Germans of Lutheran religion, and then civil servants, 
a1iisans and peasants appeared there. In the 80s of the XIX century there was the begin­

ning of the migration of the Mennonites, Lutherans, Baptists from the European part of 
Russia to Kazakhstan. Stolypin's reforn1 strengthened this process. I Iowcver, the main 

flow of the Protestants to the Republic is associated with special migration of the dispos­
sessioncd kulaks to Kazakhstan from the European pati of the Soviet Union in the 30s 
and the deportation of Germans and Poles to the Republic in 1939-1945. 

In Kazakhstan, Protestantism is extremely heterogeneous. There arc over I thou­
sand Protestant organizations and communities in country, which represent nearly 20 

confessions. New schools appear almost every year. Main confessions. that existed in 

Kazakhstan for many decades arc Baptists. Lutherans, Pentecostals. Seventh-day Ad­
ventists. In recent years the rnuntry got acquainted with the numerous charismatic 
formations ;111d othn. which came to us from the foreign countries (over 300 ). The 
lllai11 pernli.1ritv ol'all l'rotcstant unions in Kazakhstan is a close relationship with eo­

rl'i1gio111sts ah10;1d. ThL· al'livity of Protestant religious associations includes charita­
hk ad I vit res. participatory and arrangement of various international forums, festivals 
1111d con ILTL'nccs. Particular importance is the cooperation with youth. Modern Protcs­

la11t1s111 in Kazakhstan has a new phenomenon, such as a tendency towards interfaith 
:0111mo11 interests. 

K.H.11. Wy111i.a110Ba E.A. 
Cuuupc«1111 ,'ocw)apc11111e11111,111 CJJJH1Kocw11 11ecK1111 _v111mepcume111, Poccw1 

K BOnPOCY O TPAKTOBKE KPEnOCTHoro nPABA 
B POCCIIIIII 

B 11acTOH111ec BpeMll HIICTl1TYT KpCIIOCTIIOl'O 11pana B HCTOp1111 Pocc1111 TpaKTy­
l'CH B Jll1TCp,nypc 110 6om,111c11 ,,aeT11, KaK a6COJIIOTIIOC '!JIO. He IIOCJIC/(111010 pom, B 

roM c1,1rpru1a eosCTCKaH l1CTOp11orpaq)l1H, B KOTOpott IIC11'3Me11110 np11eyTCTBOBaJ1 Te­
iC O rny6o<iai-\mei•i 11ec11paBCl(Jll1BOCTl1 KpCIIOCTIIOH Cl1CTeMl,J H rrpHMO 11po11eTc­

Ho11111x 11'3 IICC p0CCl1HCKHX penomoq1111. 0;111aKo 11pe;1cTaBJJllCTCH, 'ITO TaKaH TpaK­
)BKa 0'311a•raeT OTeTy1111en11e OT 11p1111q1111a HCTOp11'3Ma, KOr;1a 01~e11Ka KpellOCTIIH'IC-
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CTBa oey111ecTBJUICTCH 11CKJ110'111TeJlhl!O C KJlaCCOBhlX ll0'3111(11H: Jll16o MapKCl1CTCKoro. 
J11160 cospeMellHOl'O J1116cpam,11oro M11p0BOT3pe1111ll. 

Ca~10 rrp11Kpe11J1C1rne K '3CMJIC IIC llBJIHJIOeb 'ICM-TO '~KCTpaOp/(1111apHblM B cpe;(-
1111e BCKa, KOJ'J(a ypoBCllh C01(11aJlhll011 M0611Jll,IIOCTl1 6blJI He BhlCOKHM. A B Pocc1111, 
KpOMC Toro, KOp11opaTl1Bllble OTIIOllle1111)1 01,IJIM CpC/(CTBOM CO!\HaJlhllhlX rapa11n111. B 

'HOM IIJ1a11e BCChMa l1IITCpcc110 H'lY'IL'IIIIL' 06111111111010 Kpe110CTIIOl'O 11pana. 3an11c11-
MOCTh OT 0611111111,1 61,IJla )106po110.11r.11oii, II \,ll(()IIO)(,lTL'.lll,IILle O(jlOpMJleHHe noro 1111-

CTl1'1Yra 11po11·m111J10 11 ccpe.111111L' 17 11. 110 1111111111.i 11111L' 11c «c11cpxy». a «c1111·iy». M110-
roneK0Boe cy111cCTBOB,lllllL' KJlL'l'l'h)IIIL'hoir lll'Jll''H'lll,lloir 01·,11111111.1 no Ill' TOJll,KO 

nat1<11e11111all oco6e1111ocT1, pycc1wii !IL'Jll'111111. 1111 11 ,11,1.>w11,·1111,· ,,,,1111L·111.11oc111 rv111c­
CTBona1111H KpCl!OCTl!Ol'O 11pana. 061111111.i IIJll')ll'l;111,11111;i ,·,1111111 11<'<1111,111 1111\'IJH'llllllii 
M11p, oco6y10 Kyrn,rypy, ·m11111111a10111y10 Kpccrt,>1111111;1. 1(11111p111wh1111 I II 1.1~1t·•1:1,1. 

'ITO «061111111a 11 11epKOBb - 'ffO IIC Y'lpe)K)(CIIHSI. I Ix l'TJloii OIIJll''l(''l)ll' llll Ill' II 11111,·. 11,· 
CO'lWlTeJlhllhlM ocy111ceTBJIClll1CM 06111eo6H'iaTeJthllOl'Ll 11m111a h.lldl.\ 11 IH '.Y 'II, Ill'('( HI 

ll(HX 11paBl1JI, a TOJlhKO 11'3llyrp11, IIOeTOllllllO TBOp'leCKH BO'lllf1Kas, 11 lll~ICll)l)ll'I,. ( )1 
CIO)(a BblTCKaCT «6e·rn11aCTl!OCTb» 'HHX COl(H<lJlhllblX TMIIOB» [I. C.832.J 

KpetlOCTIIOC 11pano 61,fJIO 11co6xo)\l1MhlM 11 IICl1'!6e)Kllh1M CJIC)(CTBMeM pyCCKOH 
11CTOpM11. B C11J1y pa'lJ111lJllhlX (j)aK'ropon (11p11po11110-KJIHMaTl1'ICCKOl'O, BIICIIIIICl'O, pc­
Jll11'M0'3110ro) 6C'3 11p11KpCIIJIClll1H 11aCCJIClll1ll K MCCTO)KHTCJlbCTBy poec1111CKOC rocy­
;1apcn30 IIC o6Jia)(aJIO 61,1 ycToii•111BOCTblO. npHMC'JaTeJlbllO, 'ITO 11MCIIIIO naccam,­

llhlC OTIIOIIICl!Hll Ha Pyc11 co11po110,K)(,IJll1Ci, IIOCTOllllllhlM Kp113HCOM rocy)1apCTBCII­
IIOCTl1, 11 CTallOBJ1e1111c MOCKOBCKOl'O fl.!Jll'I Ila II o<j>opr.u1c1111e Kpe110CTll11'ICCTBa co­
BCeM 11e CJIY'Ja11110 COBllaJIH BO BJlL'~ll'IIII. ltr,1<1111 I.IIOl<l' ·1aMCTl1Tb, 'ITO 11p11KpC11J1e­

lll1C K '3CMJIC KacaJIOCb He TOJlhKO KJlL'l' 11,1111, "" l\l'l'\ 1·,c \ lll'I( IIIO'lellHll COCJIOBHii, XO­
TH B pa·i11oi,\ CTC11e1111. K 11p11Mcpy. 11.11.IL'I I, ~1111 II.I lll'll<'('('llll 11, 'IIIIIJl)III l' 0./IIIHX ·ieMC.llb 

11a )(pyr11c: TaK 11p11 vi Balle Ill MOCKOl\l'l\11(' 'IIIOJllllll' 11, ""'H'IILI 'llll'I, I\ 1111111 OJ10/(CKl1X 
lCMJIHX B l(eJIHX KOIIT!)OJlll Ila)( MHTC)Kllt:1~1 l'l'll<'Jl"~I :\ IIJIII I J., IJ)(' I '111\llllllll' 11qwcc­
JIHJll1Ch B 11ony10 CTOJIHIIY H cc OKpCCTIIOL'l II l lp1111r;11,11 LlhJlt'll•llllt'IIIIII 11('1 hll 0G11a 

pynrnBaJOTCH 11 y IIOCa)(CKOro 11aCCJICllllll, II V 'l\'\OIH'llt 111:1 I .11<11'1 111111,110~1 l'Vllll' 
CTBOBaJia Cl1CTCMa rocy11apCTBCIIIIOl'O 11p11KJll'lllll'llllll Ill t'\ t tit 1\()111111 

E111c O)(lla 11po6J1CMa: OTIIOIIICIHH.' L'.1~1010 11.1, ,·,11·111111 " "l"'llllt 11111~1\ IIJl.111\ 
np11'1CM 11MCIIIIO K 11paBy Kpe110CTl1, a Ill' K IIJl,111\' IIIJll 11111111 1110•11.~111 1111111~1 11 11 p111 
111111y, KaK 61,1J10 n ncKc 18. A11a1111·, Kpecn,>1111·"11, •11·,11111111111.1, it I,' 1, '1.11· 1 11•1t·111. 1111 

Tcpcc11y10 KapT1111y. B 11cpBOM H'l)(a111111 KoM1111L·1,1·:1 •11·111111111111.1, "l"'t 11.,r11 111 t·,, ,11111 
aJlhlfhlX Karcrop1111, 11p0)1(11BaBllll1X B p,l'llll,IX Jll'l llllll,1\ !'tit t 1111 ( 111, tlllJl.1111111 I tit\ 
)(apCTBCIIIIOl'O 11CTOp11'1CCKOro My!CH) 11pe11na11111·110 .")I 'lt'lllllllllll,111 i\11.1 hl\,lttll 

rjrn1111posru11111x 110 xapaKTcpy 06pai11e1nrn, 11 111,11.v•111,111 111'11·"" ·I ·1<·,101,111111.1\ 11 11111 
y110Tpc6J1c111111 IIOMell[l1Ka 11Jll1 IIJ111Ka'llJHKa j.\j. ( 'illl<'J'lllt'lllltl tl'l<'llll'III\I, '1111 II I/ II 

BJiaCTH IIC 6hlJll1 'laBaJICllhl )l(aJfo6aM11 11a IIOMe111111<;1. 1\'111,hlltl ,·11111.11·1111.nr L· i\111p111111 

BblM D.11., '!TO «)(a)l(e IIOMCII(114hl1 KpeCThHlll', 11 111~1 •111c111· 1111, ,,,. ll<'Jlll!lii Jl<'llll 11111. 

ypaBJIHBJIICH 11X C XOJIOllaM11, HC 61,urn CTOJlb Ol'CIIJl.111111,1 1111 lllllll 'lll'll'('hll. 1111 1ji;1h 111 

'ICCKl1, KaK 1IaCTO 11·io6pa)l(aCTeH 8 JlH'repaType» j.1.(. \ 1,,1 11 "'" II<' L IIL''IVl'I 1111111p;1 
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