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CHRISTIANITY IN KAZAKHSTAN

“hristianity in Kazakhstan is represented by all its three main schools: Ortho-
Catholicism and Protestantism. In addition, a rcligious community «Surb
 («lloly Cross») ot Armenian Church was entered in Almaty in 1994,
Irthodoxy in the republic of Kazakhstan is the sccond religious school after [s-
1 accordance with the number of believers. It is represented mainly by the par-
ot the Russian Orthodox Church and the Orthodox Old Belicver’s communitics.
istory of Orthodoxy’s appearance at the territory of Kazakhstan is originally
cted with the military sctttements, which were the results of the accession of
hstan to Russia. In 1871 the Turkestan’s diocese was formed. The modern Al-
s, Shviikent™s and Tashkent's eparbics came from this diocese. In 1872 the first
hops of Kazakhastan Archbishop Zephaniah (Sokolsky S.V. ) was appointed to
partment of Nernen™s and Semirechensk’s eparhices. He placed himself at the
! the diocese betore 1877,
1 the peniod of tnne before the October’s revolution the Orthodox Church was the
“lgmon ob sarist Russia. It was the main reason, why it had considerable advan-
n compartson with the other religions. In the first post-revolutionary years there
vage persceution ot the Russian Orthodox Church. Almost to the end of the thir-
Kazakhstan there were too little temples, many churches were destroyed, con-
to storchouses, ctc. The restoration of church activitics in the republic began only
5 with the formation of the Diocese of Kazakhstan and the appointment of
shop Nicholas (Mogilevski ), as its ruling bishop ( 1945 — 1955 ). tlc became
c Metropolitan and was canonized by Jubilee Synod of 2000. Due to his activities
orts the churches were restored and established in the republic.
ince 1991 the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church in the republic of
hstan divided parishes into three diocesan offices. The first spiritual leader of
thodox Christians in independent Kazakhstan was Archbishop Alexi — Kutepov
Nikolaevich. 7 May 2003 is the date of decision of the Holy Synod about the
shment of Metropolia in Kazakhstan, which consisted of the Astana’s, Uralsk’s
ymkent’s dioceses.
Ictropolitan Methodius — Nemtsov Nikolai Fedorovich, placed himself at the head
ropolia with its center in Astana city. Astana’s and Almaty’s diocese ( till 1999 —
naty — Semipalatinsk diocese ) includes the parishes of Astana and Almaty , Al-
, Last-Kazakhstan’s, Karaganda’s and Pavlodar ‘s areas. Uralsk and Guricvsk
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diocese includes the parishes of Aktobe’s, Atyrau’s, West-Kazakhstan’s, Kostanay's,
Mangistau’s areas. Shymkent and Akmola diocese includes the parishes of Akmola’s,
Zhamby!’s, Kyzylorda’s, North-Kazakhstan’s and South-Kazakhstan’s arcas.

Since last years, the Cathedral of the Redeemer in Almaty, Vvedensk Cathedral
in Karaganda, Annunciation Cathedral in Pavlodar, Scraphim-Iver Cathedral in Eki-
bastuz, John the Theologian Cathedral in Taldykorgan, Sent-Pokrovsk church in the
village «Mirniy» of Ust-Kamenogorsk, Constantine and llclen church in Kostanay
and Sent. Nicholas Church in Satpacv, which was built by «Kazakhmys» corporation
in the remembrance of the dead miners.

The first manifestations of Catholicism in Kazakhstan dated XIII century. They
arc associated with the presence of the Catholic missionaries, who went to the Great
Khans by order of the Roman pontift (missions of Franciscan monks Dzhiovanni del
Plano Karpini — 1245, William d¢ Rubruka — 1253, cte. ). There arc two rcasons of
the emergence of Catholic communitics. They are: a great migration of Poles in Ka-
sakhstan, which were cxiled in the middle of XIX — carly XX century in Siberia, and
the migration of Catholic Germans and Latvians from the European part of Russia. At
that time the Catholic parishes in Kazakhstan were part of the Mogilev’s arhdiocese.
In 1977 the community received the official authorization for registration and permis-
ston to build a church.

In 1958-1959 there were the first attempts to enter the parish in Sclinograd, but,
the community was able to register itself and retool the apartment house as a temple
only in 1979. In spring 1991 the Apostolic Office of Kazakhstan and Central Asia
was formed and began its activity. It also included such countries as Uzbhekistan, Ta-
jikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan. Karaganda became its center. IFrom August
1999 the Apostolic Office of Kazakhstan was reorganized into Karaganda diocese
(the parishes of Karaganda’s and East-Kazakhstans arcas ). in which the bishop Jan
Paul Lang was the head. Also there were formed three Apostolic Offices. They are:
Astana Office (the parishes of Astana city, Akmola, Kostanay, Pavlodar, North-
Kazakhstan arcas ), which is headed by bishop-administrator Tomash Peta; Almaty
Office ( the parishes of Almaty city, Almaty, Zhambyl, Kyzylorda and South-
Kazakhstan arcas ), which is headed by bishop IHeinrich Theophilus Hovantz: Atyrau
Office ( the parishes of Atyrau, Aktobe, West-Kazakhstan and Mangistau arcas ), that
is managced by the administrator Yanush Kalcta. Now, the structure of Russian Catho-
lic Church in Kazakhstan includes 90 Catholic communitics, of which 82 are regis-
tered as legal cntitics and branches. They possess more than 40 temples, about 200
chapels and prayer houses.

There arc more than 60 priests (generally foreigners: Ttalians, Poles, Lithuani-
ans, Latvians, Koreans, etc.) and 70 nuns. There are several places, where Greco-
Catholic communitics are registered. They are: Pavlodar, where in 2001 a church was
built, Karaganda, with its Greco-Catholic abbey, and Astana. Since 1997, Superior
Theological Seminary «Mary — Mother of the Churchy functions in Karaganda, since
1995 a monthly newspaper «Credo» has been publishing with cdition of 4000 copies.
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According to its centuries-old tradition, the Catholic Church in Kazakhstan develops
charity, also the churches have canteens for the poor, free pharmacy. There are a
nursing home In Almaty region, in Talgar and an orphanage in Kapchagai.

In 1997 in Kazakhstan a branch of the international charitable Catholie foundation
«Caritas» began its activity. In Kazakhstan, Protestantism began to spread trom the time
of accession to Russia. This was by the reason of the fact, that the Russian army in Ka-
zakhstan’s territory included also Germans of Lutheran religion, and then civil servants,
artisans and pcasants appeared there. In the 80s of the XIX century there was the begin-
ning of the migration of the Mennonites, Lutherans, Baptists from the European part of
Russia to Kazakhstan, Stolypin's reform strengthened this process. However, the main
flow of the Protestants to the Republic is associated with special migration of the dispos-
sessioned kulaks to Kazakhstan from the Luropean part of the Soviet Union in the 30s
and the deportation ot Germans and Poles to the Republic in 1939-1945

In Kazakhstan, Protestantism is extremely heterogencous. There are over | thou-
sand Protestant organizations and communitics in country, which represent ncarly 20
confessions. New schools appear almost every year. Main confessions, that existed in
Kazakhstan for many decades are Baptists, Luthcrans, Pentecostals, Scventh-day Ad-
ventists. In recent years the country got acquainted with the numerous charismatic
formations and other, which came to us trom the toreign countries (over 300 ). The
main peculiarity of all Protestant unjons in Kazakhstan is a close relationship with co-
religionists abroad. The activity ot Protestant religious associations includes charita-
ble activities, participatory and arrangement of various international forums, festivals
el conterences. Particular importance is the cooperation with youth. Modern Protes-
antism in Kazakhstan has a new phenomenon, such as a tendency towards interfaith
“Ommon interests,

K. Wymkanosa E.A.
Cubupcruii cocvou DCMECHIBIT UIPOKOCMUYCCKUT viusepcumem, Poccus
: . 2

K BONPOCY O TPAKTOBKE KPENOCTHOIO NPABA
B POCCUmn

B Hnacrosimice BpCMms HHCTHTYT KPCHOCTHOTIO 1npasa B HCTOpHH Poceun Tpakry-
rcst B JUTCparype 1o doibincit HacTH, Kak 216COJHOTIIOC wo. He nocue) o poJiL B
[OM Chirpajta CoBeTckas ucropnorpa(imﬂ, B KOTOpOﬁ HCH3MEHTIO HPUCYTCTBOBA T~
1€ O I'le60‘larﬂllci"l HECIHPABE)UJIMBOCTH KPCIOCTHOMH CHCTCMbI H 1psAMO 1poucre-
HOIIUX U3 HCE pOCCHﬁCKHX PCBOJIIOLMH. Osako llpeJlCTaBJ[HCTCﬂ, YTO Takas Tpak-
)BKA O311aMacr OTCTYINICHHE OT HpHIIIHLA HCTOpH3Ma, Kor)ia olucHKa KpCHOCTHHUC
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CTBA OCYNICCTRIICTCA UCKITIOUHTCIILIHO ¢ KJIACCOBLIX MOZHIMHIA: JIMBO MAapKCHCTCKOTO,
11nbo coBpeMeIHOre MGEpaThIlOro MHPOBO33PCHHUSL.

CamMo IPHKPCIICHHE K 3eMIIC HC SIBISLIOCE UCM-TO IKCTPAOP/IMHAPHBIM B CPCJI-
HHC BCKA, KOT)A YPOBCHB CONHANILIIOH MOGHILILOCTH ObLUI 1IC BLICOKHM. A B Pocgnn,
KpOMC TOr0, KOPHOPATHBHLIC OTHOMCHHS OLUIM CPCHICTROM COIHAILIBLIX l‘apa!rl‘nn B
ITOM TLIANC BCCHMA HIITCPCCIO HU3YUCTTHC OBIHINIONO KPCHOCTHONO lipaBa. 3aBHCH-
MOCTL OT OBHIHIBLI GLUIA JOOPOBOILIOL, 1T KOO ATCILITOC oopmicHHe yroro -
CTHTYTA HPOK30ULIO B cepeunie [7 B no muma rise e “CBCPXY». A «ClH3Y». Miio-
POBCKOBOC CYHICCTBOBAIIC KPCCTISHICKOI HEPCICILION OONIHIE Y10 1C TOILKO
BOKHCHINASL 0COOCINOCTY, pyccl\”uii ACPCBHI, IO H OULICHCHIC JTHHTCHLIIOCTH L'_VlllC:
CTBOBAINA KPCHOCTIOrO Hpara. O0uHIa npejACammi oo um«fu.m‘ WY L pennii
MHP, 0cO8YI0 KyJIbTYPY, 3aIlHIIAIoNyIo Kpecrinmna, Muoposcinn 1B sancua,
410 «o0IIMIa M HEPKOBL — 3T0 He yupexeius. Hx CTPOI OHPCACTIC TES e e, e
COBHATCILIBIM  OCYHICCTRIICHHCM  O0ICOOM3ATCHBLIONO 101l KikIX HIUDY L Becon
THHX 1IPABHIL, & TOJNLKO H3IYTPH, HOCTOMUIIO TBOPUCCKH BOBIHKAS H HAMCHsIsIC. ()
€10/1a BLITCKACT «OC3BIACTHOCTBY YTHX CONMAILILIX THHOB [1.C.832)] }

Kpetoctioe npaso Guiio 106X0MMMBIM 1 1ICH3GCKITbIM CIICICTBHCM PYCCKOi
ueropun. B cuiry pasimanpix dakropos (HPHPOHO-KIMMATHUCCKOIO, BICUINCTO, pe-
JHPHO3HOI0) OC3 LUPHKPCILICHHS 1HACCICIUS K MCCTOKHTCILCTBY POCCHHCKOC 10Cy-
JlapeTBo e obuajano 6ul yerotuHBoCTHIO. Tpunmeuarciibio, uro UMenno Baccan-
HBIC OTHOUICHHS 1a PycH coNpoBORIIMCH 1HOCTOSIIIBIM KPHU3HCOM 1OCY)lapCTBel-
HOCTH, H CTANOBJICHHC MOCKOBCKOIO LAPCTIA M O(OPMICITNG KPCHOCTHHUCCTRA CO-
BCCM 1C CIIYHAHIIO COBHANIK BO BPCMCHH. B0 1aKIKC 3aMCTHTD, UT0 upukpflmc—
HHC K 3CMJIC KACAIOCH HC TOJLKO KPCCTIIL, 110 RCCY O HCKITOUCHTHS) COCJHIOBHH, XO-
TS B pasioi crencnn. K npuMepy. st son i nepecensii, TBOPIILC OJUTHX 3CMCID
Ha JIPYIHC: Tak HpH Unaue 111 MOCKORBCKIIC HROPSIIC ICHOMCTEVHTICT 1 HOBIOPWJICKHX
3CMJIAX B IICHAX KOHTPOUS HA[ MIITCHKIILIN cenepont A i Heope | THOHIC rnepeee-
JBUTHCL B HOBYIO CTOJIMILY W CC OKPECTHOCTIL TIPH ks wicpeiomenm inerko ofia
PYX HBAIOTCA H Y 1IOCA/ICKOIO HACCHCHHS, 11 voaysoncnc i b OOPLLION, CY I
CTBOBAIA CHCTCMA IOCYJIAPCTBCHIOTO HPIKPCTIICTHN WOES o OHIT

Elll{f o)lna llp06JICMa: OTHOICHHUC CAMOI'O HACCHCTU K IPCTEOC IOy Hpay
anlléM HMCIIO K IPABY KPCHOCTH, & 1C K NPIRY 101 oninn w||n‘||.!7||l OHTON L1 poy
1HILY, KAk 6bDI0 B BEKC 18, ANAIM3 KPCCTLsmerims e omnnnis w1/ 1 i s oo, 1o
repeciyio kapruny, B HCPBOM H3JAIHH KOMIIICKC SCTOOITTLGY KPCCTIONE 10CCs G o
AlLUBIX KATCrOPHH, HPOKHUBABIIHX B PasiLIX pei nomas Poccui (i coupann 1oy
JlAPCTBCHIIOIO HCTOPHUCCKOIO MYy3est) npeypcrasnenta POl qenomiinasn N wiacon
uimposasin KX 1o xapaxrepy obpanicitms, 1 HOIYSINNE 1oihieo b Qe noom tins o o
YNOTPCOJICHHN TOMCILIMKA MM TIPHKA3UHKA [3]. Concpmenio onemirmo, aio w1/ 4,
BJIACTH 1C OBUIM 3aBAICHBI KaI00aMH 11a HOMCTII. MOMito conmacies ¢ Mispono

BeIM B.IL, 4T0 @laxke HOMCIIMYBH KPCCTBLANC, B TOM 1 e o0 1e HCPBOIT PCHIT T,

YPABHABIICH HX C XOJIONAMH, HE GLUIH CTOI, BeCHpanin 1 OPIUEICCKIe e an
UCCKH, KaK Hacto uo0paxkacrcs B reparype» | 2.0 /0] ik e cuenver n OO
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